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Book Reviews
New Faces in New Places documents these demographic changes with data from the U.S. Census Bureau
and other population surveys, and examines the causes
and consequences of these trends, including how nativeborn Americans are responding to their new neighbors.
Part 1 documents “Emerging Patterns of Immigrant
Settlement” with chapters on the geographic diversification of American immigration; the structure and dynamics of Mexican migration to new destinations in the
U.S.; the emergence of new nonmetropolitan immigrant
gateways; the restructuring of the meat-processing and
construction industries around Hispanic workers; and
the origins of employer demand for immigrants in the
volatile Louisiana oil-based economy.
Part 2 focuses on “Community Reaction to New Immigrant Groups”: prejudice toward immigrants in the
Midwest; immigration experiences in four rural American settings in the Midwest and South (Minnesota,
Iowa, North Carolina and Georgia); intergroup relations
in the rural and small-town South between Hispanic immigrants and resident blacks; Latino migration to Nashville; the story of how one small Pennsylvania town,
Kennett Square, struggled to find a way to welcome
Hispanic immigrants to their community; and a study
of how suburban, white-dominated institutions react to
increasing ethnic and racial diversity largely driven by
immigration.
Charles Hirschman and Douglas S. Massey believe
that the frequent problems experienced by immigrants
in the U.S. today should not be minimized because immigration is not a smooth process. Long-distance migration often begins with economic dislocation at home
and upon arrival in America. Dislocation, adjustment,
and adaptation are dry, euphemistic terms that do not
capture the painful process of separation and loss the
new immigrants feel. And yet they argue that there are
positive benefits for the immigrants as well as the communities in which they are settling. Minds are broadened by new experiences and associations. Balancing
these losses and gains is a process that will likely continue in the foreseeable future in small towns and large
cities. They conclude that “One thing is crystal clear:
undocumented status constitutes an unprecedented barrier to immigrant integration. Removing this barrier is
an essential first step in giving the new immigrants a
fighting chance of realizing the American dream.” John
DeFrain, Department of Child, Youth and Family Studies, University of Nebraska–Lincoln.
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Survival or Gradual Extinction: The Small Town
in the Great Plains of Eastern Montana. By Marvin
Gloege. Corvallis, OR: Meadowlark Publishing Services,
2007. xi + 258 pp. Photographs, tables, maps, charts,
notes, bibliography. $85.00 cloth, $20.00 paper.
Marvin Gloege has assembled an impressive array of
information about demographic trends affecting the small
communities of eastern Montana. Survival or Gradual
Extinction examines the state of 22 communities and
poses a question of deep importance both to their residents and to those who believe there is value in preserving
America’s small communities and the way of life they
afford: will they be able to retain populations of sufficient
size to survive? Though the title of the book indicates that
Gloege’s primary concern is about the future of these
communities, he does a better job of documenting the historical conditions that have shaped them than of providing
analysis that might offer hints about their futures, or the
futures of towns like them.
The book begins with historical background on the
rising and falling populations (and fortunes) of the rural
communities of the Great Plains. The author then profiles
22 communities in Eastern Montana, including brief histories and assessments of their current status. Because he
selects only towns whose populations have declined, the
current state of many seems bleak. As populations shrink,
many of the communities face the challenges shared by
rural towns across the country: population loss feeds vicious cycles of loss of important infrastructure such as
schools and businesses, which in turn fuels subsequent
losses of population. These profiles might serve as a
useful blueprint for students or researchers interested in
studying small communities. The urban planning perspective Gloege brings to this work leads him to acquaint
the reader with the key features of infrastructure any
student of community life must take into account. He
might have done better to select fewer case communities, however, or to profile all 22 but offer more detailed
examinations of a small subset; the short profiles make it
difficult to provide the depth that would help him answer
the question posed by the book’s title.
Though Survival or Gradual Extinction asks what can
be done to stabilize these and other rural communities, it
gives relatively little insight into the answer. In the profiles of communities in which there are some concerted
local revitalization efforts, the reader gets scant information about those efforts. For example, Gloege describes
some types of “creative entrepreneurship” in two communities, but the reader gets few details about the kinds
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of enterprises that would certainly be key to the revival
of a small community’s economy. Bainville, Montana’s
“modern, clean, attractive and very busy roadside restaurant” which attracts both local and traveling customers
is the kind of business that would be worth discussing at
some length, but the author simply says that he “does not
know the history of the place. Did it replace a comparable
business? Has it been built with local financial support?”
The answers to such questions are of great importance to
readers looking for information about what kinds of entrepreneurial efforts might survive in small communities,
and probably could have been answered with telephone
calls to the establishment’s owners. It is moments like
this when the book misses significant opportunities to illuminate the potential that might still exist in small communities. Lyn C. Macgregor, Department of Sociology,
University of Montana.
Grappling with Demon Rum: The Cultural Struggle
over Liquor in Early Oklahoma. By James E. Klein.
Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 2008. x + 238 pp.
Photographs, notes, bibliography, index. $34.95 cloth.
When asked to review this book for Great Plains Research, the first thought to cross my mind was of Jimmie
Lewis Franklin’s Born Sober: Prohibition in Oklahoma,
1907-1959, for Franklin set a high standard on the subject
of prohibition in Oklahoma with that 1971 work. Indeed,
Franklin, now retired from Vanderbilt University, provided one of the endorsements for the dust jacket of James E.
Klein’s work, calling it “An engaging study of the intense
battle over liquor in the early years of the Sooner state.
In a careful and sophisticated analysis Klein shows that
tensions over prohibition arose from class and cultural
distinctions between workers and a middle class that saw
prohibition as a symbol of respectability and a means of
ensuring social order.”
In mentioning class, Franklin went to the heart of
Klein’s work. Both of the other endorsements, by Jack S.
Blocker Jr., author of American Temperance Movements:
Cycles of Reform (1989) and David M. Fahey, author of
Temperance and Racism: John Bull, Johnny Reb, and the
Good Templars (1996), also mention class. As Fahey puts
it, “Klein’s important book strengthens the case for seeing
the American temperance movement as a middle-class
struggle for social control.” So it might be said that the
two most obvious differences between Klein’s work and
Franklin’s is that Klein focuses on “Early Oklahoma,”
while Franklin covered the entire period from statehood
in 1907 to repeal in 1959, and that Klein emphasizes more
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than Franklin the centrality of class in understanding
Oklahoma’s prohibition movement, though it should be
noted that Klein is not insensitive to other issues, such as
race, gender, and religion.
It is an interesting challenge to think of Grappling
with Demon Rum in relation to the Great Plains. Oklahoma seems always to be a transition zone; it has been
called, at one time or another and with some justification
in every case, part of the Great Plains, the Southwest,
the Midwest, the West, and the South. Perhaps the South
is the most helpful categorization in understanding the
prohibition movement. Indeed, the late, great Oklahoma
historian Danney Goble insisted that if one wants to truly
understand the Sooner State, the starting point is to forget
the predominant frontier/western cowboys and Indians
image and realize the extent to which Oklahoma is part
of the South, including its racial patterns and its political
system. As to the Great Plains, perhaps it makes sense
to suggest that of the two territories that were forced
together into the state of Oklahoma in 1907, Oklahoma
Territory, the westernmost of the two, was a part of the
Great Plains (the 100th meridian gets close to being the
dividing line), while Indian Territory, more easterly, was
not, and has a unique history because of the concern,
perhaps racially based, of keeping alcoholic beverages
away from Native Americans. (Klein notes that the first
prohibition law in the United States was actually passed
by the Cherokees in 1819.)
Oklahoma has been unique in many ways; it was,
for example, the first and only dry state to come into the
union, in 1907, more than a decade before the experiment
with national prohibition began. Klein writes that “the
campaign to make Oklahoma a dry state can be seen as
part of a larger aridity crusade, which was particularly effective in the American South at this time.” Notice, again,
the South.
Klein most clearly states the class nature of his
analysis when he writes: “The liquor issue pitted a middle-class culture, championed by the Oklahoma league
[Anti-Saloon League], against a working-class saloon
culture. The respected merchants and professionals who
supported the liquor ban, viewed the saloon as a source
of numerous sins and social evils. Oklahoma wage earners saw the saloon, legal or illegal, as a place to socialize
and recreate. This class-based cultural conflict was at
the root of the liquor debate.” Klein probably handles
the issue of prohibition as a means of social control as
well as any who have studied the matter; more than any
other scholar, he has used county-by-county statistics to
buttress his argument.

